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Year 4 Curriculum Overview for Parents Spring 2017!
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Subject
Literacy

Big Reading

Spring 1

Spring 2

The Tempest by William Shakespeare

The children will be focusing on the works
of William Shakespeare — in particular the
{ Tempest. The children will delve into drama
techniques, look at the language used and
j begin to write their own stories inspired by
Shakespeare. Children will be planning,
writing, rehearsing and performing play scripts. This will
then allow an opportunity for children to use the green
screen equipment to record these plays. These play
scripts will include a range of grammar techniques the
children will have learned, including fronted adverbials
and punctuation. During Storytelling week, the children
will write their own version of the Tempest, using lots of
drama techniques to inspire their writing.

Why the Whales Came by Michael Morpurgo

' During Autumn 2, the children will be reading
the book ‘Why the Whales Came’ by Michael
Morpurgo. The children use the main themes of
the text to write information texts about whales
and the Scilly Isles. The children learn how to
organise their ideas effectively, use of paragraphs
and the layout of an information text. Also the children write
persuasive speeches canvincing children not to pollute. The
children will use a range of oracy and drama techniques to
practise using powerful language and learn how to advise
assertively. This will also provide another opportunity to use
the green screen equipment as children will film. their speeches
and share them with the class. They will then critique them
and evaluate them together.

The Terrible Tudors
Through daily Big Reading sessions the

ke children will practise reading

collaboratively. They will work in Big
TERR'FYING Reading partners to share a text learn a

TuDORS GG of skills such as echo reading. This

OIS will help them to read a range of texts
fluently and accurately. The children will be able to
answer a range of questions about the text, compare the
text to different non-fiction texts and start to discuss the
features of mixed genre texts.
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~ Through daily Big Reading sessions the children
will continue to refine their reading skills from
the first half term. The children will practise
quoting from the text to answer questions and
| working on ‘Mini Missions’ — small tasks to test
their reading skills such as talking about the
authors choice of language and inferring meaning from the
text. The will look at the characters in the story, how the
characters are feeling, how they could change the characters
actions or a sequence of events.
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Homework

Star
Home
Learning

; \ * Before the Christmas holidays you received a
letter outlining the changes we have made to

the school homework policy.

* The letter explained that beginning this term
we will be replacing weekly literacy and math:
homework with the:

Star Home Learning Project

Each half term a new project letter will be gi
to your children asking them to choose thre
more of the activities listed in the letter I

will be expected to bring their comp/ez‘ed [
Into school in the last week of that half te
before the holidays.
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwtf_amLXRAhUJshQKHbivDBYQjRwIBw&url=http://colleendilen.com/2013/03/06/non-nuclear-proliferation-who-is-really-visiting-museums-nowadays/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHFPIt5c8M4Qg7zNpQ_hJJ4axGEkA&ust=1484055733498406

Star Home Learning Project

*» The StarHomeLearningProject letter is organised into 4 areas:

» Develop your creativity

» EXxplore your locality

» Extend your research skills
» Explore your mathematical skills -

% Pupils should choose 3 or more activities from across these areas. This will ensur
they practise skills in reading, writing and maths alongside creative skills.

l % We would like you to work as a family where possible to complete tasks, and that

. you find time to visit some of the places suggested.

Each half term a new letter will be sent out to related to the topic being studied

school, sometimes they will be family projects.




N N I N I N I TN I I N I N N T N T T T T T T Ty

il S b g b b o b ol b o o

Deveﬂ:r_;:n' your creativity:

* Create a story box on a Shakespeare play.
Use an old box to illustrate characters and
setting from the play.

* Make a puppetofa character froma play.
You could make a puppetusing wooden
spoons, fabric, card board or paper.

* Create a collage or illustration of a famous
person fromthe Tudor period,
Shakespeare himself or Queen Elizabeth
1=

* Learn a guote or poem by Shakespeare off
by heart !
‘Fomen, Romeo’

‘Fire bum and
Cawldron bubble’

Star Home Learning

Explore your locality:

¢ Visit Shakespeare's globe
http:/ fwaw shakespearesglobe.com

¢ Visit your local library and loan a play by
Shakespeare

¢ Visit historical buildings that were around
in Shakespeare'stime: The Tower of
London, Hampton Court.
http:/fwww hrp org uk/tower-of-london
http:/ v hrp.org.uk/hampton-court-

palace
Take photos to record your trips.

Thiz half terms home learning projectis:

Shakespeare

HAMND IN BY: Monday 6 February

Spring 1 — Family Project

Explove your matfhematical skills:

¢ Plan a day out for a family of four to
Hampton Court Palace. How much
would it cost to travel there? How much
would it cost for entry? How would you
plan your days’ timetable?

¢ Surveyyourfriendsand family on their
favourite Shakespearean play, record
and respond in a bar graph, pictogram or
pie chart.

o Calculate how long it would have taken
Elizabeth the 1¥to travel from
Greenwich Palace to Hampton Court by
boat. Is it the same today?

Please complete at least 3 paints; you can
add your own ideas too! Your work may
be chosen for display.

This is family project, you can all work
together to complete the tasks.

Extend your veseavch skills:

¢ Choose a Tudor King or Queen to find
out more about e.g. Henry VIl or
Elizabeth the 1% Make an information
poster about them —you could choose to
use PowerPoint

¢ Reada differentShakespeare playtoto
aoneyou are reading at School and write
a summary of the plot.

¢ Create atimeline of William
Shakespeare’slife, what are the
important events?

® Cregte_amenuor arecipe forameal
that Shakespeare would have eaten.
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What mi ght your ¢
work look like?

This half term is a family project, so siblings can work together. As a family you
complete the following three tasks a



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkmbKsnbXRAhXKXBQKHfxQCxgQjRwIBw&url=http://kidsloveshakespeare.com/teaching-shakespeare-to-children/&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFZ196cqEOFfU87jkvspMUKSIi05A&ust=1484056941714731

Pupils will continue to have access ttearning websites.
Teachers will set personalised tasks for your children on thest
sites so please ensue they visit often.
@Acuve . 'J Please ask your class teacher about log in details if forgotten,

(D
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Bug Club
® @
Bug Club
Daily reading

On top of Bug Club all pupils should be reading daily at
home. Please ensure that comments are recorded in your
chil dds reading journal



https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?schcode=rfxy
http://uk.mathletics.com/signin/
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?c=0
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwignInbsrXRAhVEyRQKHeOyBrAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/how-to-share-books/&psig=AFQjCNFE1Qcr-5vBGuIGby2a9L3UJ181KQ&ust=1484062744683834
https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login?schcode=rfxy
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Home School RéF

At-school we will be responsible for:

» Listening to your child read twice a week or more.

»Assessing your chil dos deve

choose the right book for their ability.

» Glving the children the opportunity to change their books
as they make progress.

» Writing comments in their home reading booklet and
reading comments made by you.

At Home you will be responsible for:
» Listening to your child read every day.

»Wri tirng comments on your
school reading booklet.

» Ensuring they bring their reading book and record to
school every day. .
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Please ensure your child is wearing the correct P.E. kit and uniform &
times.

it all




Attendance
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Each week 1 n the Head Teaf¢

C h

teddy Is given out to the class with the highest %

Please ensure your child attends school every day, as th
effects their learning

Other rewardsd books and scooters!
Autumn attendance:

4R 97%
4C 96%

4P 96%
4T 97%
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What to do if you have any
worrilies oOor quegg

» 15t 0 see your class teacher :;

» 2"d § see Mrs Jennings O

» 34 8§ Make an appointment to speak to
either the Deputy Heads or the Head
Teacher




Some dates

> w.b. 30" Januaryd Story telling week
» Monday 30" Januaryd York deposits to be brought in.

»  Thursday 29 Februaryd Visit to Canning Town
Evangelical church

» Friday 10" Februaryd Deadline for York deposits

» Monday 20" Februaryd INSET dayd school closed for
children

» Frlday 3d March6 4C assembly I
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8 B York trip 2017
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[ w.b. May 22" 2017
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