
Year 5 Curriculum Overview for Parents Autumn 1 2019 

 

Subject Autumn 1 
 

Literacy 

 

 

Human Rights 

                    The children will focus on Shaun Tan’s The Arrival 

                     an acclaimed, wordless graphic novel. They will  

                     extend their visual literacy to write their own  

                   narratives based on the book’s powerful illustrations.                                              

Black History 

In Black History, the children will explore the  

life of Nelson Mandela in order to write a detailed 

biography. They will also develop their persuasive                             

writing and speech writing skills and use their                     

speeches in our speech making competition. The children will 

continue to develop their skills in reading, writing, spelling and 

grammar. Concepts such as relative clauses, modal verbs and 

progressive and perfect tense will also be introduced.  

 

 

Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living and Growing 

This half term, the children will 

develop their understanding of the 

lifecycles and changes which living 

beings go through as they develop. 

The children will have the chance to 

care for some eggs as they hatch into baby chicks. 

 

History 

Black History 

As part of our focus on Nelson Mandela, the 

children will be creating a timeline of the 

significant events of his life and explore the 

historic causes and effects that shaped Black 

History.    

 

Big 

Reading 

 

 

Stormbreaker  

Through daily Big Reading Sessions, children will 

develop their reading skills through an introduction  

to Alex Rider: Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz.  

This session includes group diagnostic feedback in                                   

the children’s reading records. 

 

 

RE 

 

 

Animal Rights 

Through the medium of storytelling,  

the children will discuss their  

understanding of the rights of animals.  

They will consider their own and other people’s 

opinions about this issue.  

 

Maths 

 

 

Maths: No Problem! 

The children’s main focus this term will be to  

consolidate their number and arithmetic knowledge,  

including: place value, the four operations,  

partitioning, fractions, and multi-step word problems.  

 

Art/DT  

             Portraiture          

                      The children will create a portrait of 

                      Nelson Mandela using oil pastels and 

                develop a range of techniques such                                         

rough, smooth, plain and patterned 

                          visual qualities. 

 



 

Music 

Treble Recorder 

 

From learning the descant recorders, the children will move onto 

learning the more challenging treble recorder.  The children will 

also continue to do whole class and small group singing.  

 
 

 

P.E. 

Hockey and Basketball 

 

 

 

 

 

. The children will be exploring different pieces of 

equipment and how they can move around them. 

There will be a strong focus on balance. In hockey, 

the children will be learning basic stick skills and 

developing social skills through working in small 

groups.  
 

Homework 

Children will be set Home Learning Projects on a half termly basis based on our school topics. 

They will also have the opportunity to borrow revision guides to improve their home learning!   

All children have access to three exciting home learning websites. 

Bug Club should be used focus on improving reading comprehension skills. 

Mathletics and Abacus support your child’s learning in maths. 

If you are unsure of their username or password please speak to 

your child’s class teacher. 

 


